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PERTH-MANDURAH RAIL LINK, BENEFITS 
Statement by Member for Dawesville 

MR MARSHALL (Dawesville - Parliamentary Secretary) [12.52 pm]:  The announcement that a high-speed rail 
service will link Mandurah to Perth by 2005 has turned a dream into a reality for people of my electorate.  The 
82 kilometres of railway linking Perth’s central business district to Mandurah will see a transport system that is 
fast, regular and comfortable.  It will be a safe electric passenger train service travelling at 130 kmh and making 
the Mandurah to Perth journey in 60 minutes.  The rail link will assist in reducing youth unemployment by 
opening up job opportunities that exist in the Kwinana industrial area and the business districts of Perth.  It will 
also allow seniors to access theatre, live shows and sporting events more easily, and visiting family and friends 
will be made easier too.  Mandurah’s tourism opportunities will benefit as well.  Mandurah is already the State’s 
most visited one-day destination, but the rail link will enhance these visits, especially when the convention 
centre is built.  Three weeks ago the Mandurah boat show attracted 20 000 people, the production of Cats was a 
sell-out, the ocean fishing contest last weekend attracted 500 boats, and the annual crab festival is a major 
calendar event.  The rail link will help Mandurah become the Mardi Gras city of Western Australia.  I know the 
Opposition is stunned that the coalition Government has fulfilled another of its pre-election promises, especially 
one that is as important and as big as this one.  I know the people of my electorate are very pleased that the rail 
link will be completed in just five years.  Business and residential opportunities in Mandurah will soar due to this 
announcement, and I praise the Government for its foresight and courage in getting this $1b project under way.  
 


